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When I think of the word “holy” two ideas immediately pop into my mind: first, I think of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity.  I understand from Scripture that God is holy, so it seems like a good description of Him; second, I think of the term “holy rollers,” which describes people who use an emotional form of worship.  The term is used by others to either mock them, or to dismiss their unorthodox beliefs and practices.

But there is another idea of “holy” I should think of, but it doesn’t come easily; I struggle with the biblical admonition which says as God is holy, I am to be holy.  I confess I have difficulty putting my name in the same sentence with the word “holy.”  Maybe it is because I know myself too well.

Maybe I struggle with this concept because I don’t really understand what “holy” truly means to me; or maybe I don’t know how “holy” should appear when it is a part of my life.  So, this morning I want to see what the Bible says “holy” should look like in my life, and how close I come to truly being holy.
If I am living holy:

1. I am likely not doing what comes naturally (1 Peter 1: 13a) "Therefore, gird (prepare) your minds for action…”
a. Anything that comes naturally in my life doesn’t require much thought or decision making – it just happens.

b. For example, I am not going to give much thought to eating; eating just comes naturally to me.  In 43 years of marriage, I have never come home and said to Nancy, “I forgot to eat today.”  It just comes naturally.

c. But there are some things in life I have to think about whether I am going to do them or not.
d. Living as a Christian ought to live does not come naturally to me; I must think about it, and make choices throughout the day related to living in a Christ-like manner.  If I don’t make those conscious decisions, I will likely fall back into the old lifestyles I had turned away from when I accepted Christ as Savior and Lord.

2. I strive to stay in control (v. 13b) “keep sober in spirit…” (be self-controlled)
a. An angry person is out of control.  Actually, if a person is angry and is not out of control, that is a sign of some troubling personality disorder!

b. A person who is addicted – to alcohol or drugs, whatever – is not fully in control of their life, but rather the addiction is controlling their life.

c. Sin causes our lives to get out of control; when sin enters our life, the first act always leads to a second, maybe cover-up sin, and eventually leads to a downward spiral.
d. Therefore, a person who is committed to following Christ will strive to get his life under control – the control of the Holy Spirit.

3. God is always on my mind, and I attempt to see things the way He sees things (v. 13c) “fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
a. How can I be holy if I am not thinking about the example of the one person I know who is holy – Jesus Christ?  It would probably disappoint us if we took a survey of Christians and asked how many minutes each day God was on their minds.

b. But something else is addressed in this verse: There are things that happen in our life to which we cannot say, “That is fair.”  And the Bible tells me there are some things in life I  will never really understand until I am in the presence of the Lord Himself.
c. Why do the good die young?  Why do good people suffer at the hands of evil persons?  Why are truly innocent children subjected to horrible diseases?  I will never understand those questions until I see my Lord.

d. But not understanding something doesn’t mean that I stop striving to be holy.  In fact, that is just another reason to desire to be holy, because one day He will reveal to me the “whys” of His actions.  And then it will all make sense.
4. I am not going the way of the crowd; I am making my own path in life (v. 14) “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance.”   
a. To conform to my former lusts means going along with the crowd, or making decisions based on the popular opinion of the moment.  I picture in my mind being pushed along by the current of what others are doing.
b. And Christians often fall into that trap.  For example, the divorce rate among Christians is much the same as the general population.  Also, Worship attendance has fallen dramatically in America, largely due to Christians adopting similar leisure patterns as other people.  We have conformed to the world.

c. If I am holy, as my Heavenly father is holy, I will blaze my own trail in this world.  I will make a conscious, determined decision to “go this way.”

Finally, if I am living holy…
5. God’s character permeates all my life (v. 15) “But like the Holy One Who called you, be holy in all your behavior…”
a. There are two groups of people I think of when speaking of the subject of being holy: people who are holy; and people who look holy.

b. Some folks look holy on Sunday morning, all dressed up with bibles in their hands, saying all the right words.

c. But how do you look where you work, or where you live with your family?  How do you look when you are in the company of people who don’t’ know you?

d. The person who is truly holy is the same person in all the places and times of their life.  Peter says it this way: “In all your behavior.”

Now that we know what the Bible says being holy looks like, are you holy?  We are commanded by God to be holy, but the sad reality is some of us – actually, many of us – have failed to meet the mark.  But our Father is patient, merciful, and always ready to provide the resources to fill in the gaps in our shortcomings.  Ask Him to help you to “be holy, as He is holy.”

Let’s pray!
